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KANE STATE’S ATTORNEY ANNOUNCES TOP EMPLOYEES FOR 2016 

January 17, 2017 

Four employees of the Kane County State Attorney’s Office have been honored for 

their contributions to the office, public safety and public service in 2016. 

The honorees were announced Dec. 15, 2016, at the office’s annual year-end 

celebration and recognition event. 

Assistant State’s Attorney Joseph Lulves is the Prosecutor of the Year, and 

administrative assistant Deb Day is the Employee of the Year. In addition, Assistant 

State’s Attorneys Laura Maglio and Chris Geocaris were honored for outstanding trial 

work. 

Lulves, chief of the office’s Civil Division, has been with the office since 2000. He has 

been with the Civil Division his entire tenure with the office, and he was named chief 

of the division in 2010. The Civil Division represents all county-wide elected officials 

and serves as legal counsel for Kane County and all of its departments.  

The practice of law is a second career for Joe. He graduated from Quincy College  

and has an MBA from Loyola University Chicago. Before attending Washington 

University School of Law in St. Louis in the mid-1980s, he had worked in the private 

sector for 12 years. 

Joe is highly respected for his mentoring, leadership and preparation, as well as his 

knowledge in many legal arenas. He always has time to help a colleague find an 

answer to a legal question and to advise other assistant state’s attorneys when 

asked to do so.  

In 2016 Lulves spent considerable time researching and advising county officials and 

the county board on a variety of county government matters. As always, Joe’s 

objective is to respect and follow the law. 

“Joe is a true professional, and the citizens of Kane County are fortunate he chose to 

work in the public legal arena here in Kane County. His approach and his dedication 

to the law and his knowledge of the law are tremendous assets to every Kane County 

official and taxpayer. I depend on him for his expertise and judgment and I know that 



 

 

his opinions and advice are sound and well considered,” Kane County State’s 

Attorney Joe McMahon said.  

Joe grew up in Florissant, Mo., and is an avid hiker; he has hiked many of the 

country’s most spectacular public lands, from Mount Washington in New Hampshire 

to Grand Canyon National Park in Arizona.  

Deb Day joined the office in 2010. After a year or so as an administrative assistant in 

the Traffic & Misdemeanor Division, where she put her previous experience to use 

addressing inefficiencies she was named the supervisor of support staff for Domestic 

Violence, DUI, Kane Branch Court and Traffic & Misdemeanor. 

Deb distinguished herself in 2016 – and 2015 – working with people from multiple 

Kane County agencies as the new computerized case management system was 

created and implemented. It was for that work in particular that Deb was named the 

office’s employee of the year.  

Deb also was named the office’s employee of the year for 2011. 

The state’s attorney’s office is a second career for Deb. She previously worked in the 

publishing industry, first with R.R. Donnelley in Elgin and later ran her own publishing 

business. 

“When Deb joined our office she brought with her many great ideas and 

organizational skills to make parts of the office run more efficiently. She’s proven 

herself to be an asset to everyone here, and her work with the new case 

management system has been invaluable,” McMahon said.  

Deb is a native of South Elgin, and loves to garden in her spare time. She has worked 

as a master gardener for the Elgin Home Depot. 

The office gave two awards for courtroom excellence – one award for felony 

assistants and one for traffic and misdemeanor assistants. The award is based on a 

number of factors, including the number of trials completed and verdicts. 

Maglio was presented with the felony award. She grew up in Roselle, earned her 

undergraduate degree from the University of Illinois at Champaign-Urbana and her 

law degree from the Northern Illinois University College of Law. She joined the Kane 

SAO in 2012 after she interned with the office while studying for her juris doctor. She 

is assigned to felony Courtroom 319. 

Geocaris was recognized for his excellence with the misdemeanor award. A native of 

Lincolnshire, he earned his undergraduate degree from Augustana College in Rock 

Island, and his law degree from the Thomas Cooley Law School in Michigan. He 

joined the Kane SAO in 2013. He is assigned to DUI Courtroom 203. 

ASA Kelli Schmidt was given an honorable mention recognition for conducting 80 

trials in 2016. 


